Maintain Your life With Christ

Are You Drinking From the Same Spiritual Cup? Part 1

Scripture References

Jude 20 – 23; 

Romans 1: 17 – The Just shall live by faith

Palm 5: 

Introduction

Act 2: 44, Now all that believed were together and had all things in common.

We are being encouraged to keep our spiritual connection to Christ we are probably asking ourselves well what other help does God provide to all of us on a daily basis?

Spiritual principles provided from God are being attacked from all sides – 

· The amount of respect we show for the union of marriage.

· The changes in our behaviour for standards of showing our children how to demonstrate self control.

· The amount of commitment we show to providing a positive influence in the life of another Christian.

· We accept the world’s standards of behaviour for our own.

· Our personal and collective commitment to the faithful saviour – Jesus Christ.

Area Theme 1 – Christians Must Contend For the Faith – Ephesians 6:10 -18 

There is no private interpretation of the scriptures according to God’s inspired word. In 2nd Peter 1:16 – 21 in verse 19 Peter confirms through God’s inspiration that we also have the prophetic word made more sure, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20, knowing first that no prophecy of Scripture is of private interpretation.21 For prophecy never came by the will of man but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

When we contend for the faith we acts as a representative of that body the Ephesians letters was underscoring the unity in which the believers in Ephesus were being encouraged to demonstrate.

There is the spirit of submission which is explained in Ephesians 6: 6 – 9

“ Servants be obedient to your masters, according to the flesh with fear and trembling, with sincerity of heart, as to Christ. 6” not with eye-service, as men pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. Knowing whatever good that he does he will receive the same from the Lord whether he is slave or free”.

We pride ourselves on living a life of freedom and liberty but have we come to be thankful for our spiritual liberty in Christ.

Do we see slavery as justice or injustice, will this limit our rewards in heaven. 

Do we see obstacles or opportunities?

Do we believe that god will reward the unrepentant practise of evil behaviour will be rewarded for their 

When we are despised Christ stands beside us.

When we are abused for upholding his teachings Christ lives inside of us.

When we are under self control, Christ rewards us in our book of life.

The things which will be written will be accurate and cannot be changed by anyone else but ourselves.

Area Theme 2  – We are Spiritual & Living in Christ – 1st Pet 2: 4 -12

The Holy Spirit has been given as our administrator of the Truth of the Gospel of peace. He provides access to both God and Jesus. 

Sanctification means that we have been separated by our obedience to God from our previous lifestyle which included evil practices. How do preserve our uniqueness in Christ.

We follow the teachings of Jesus Christ

We follow his Christ’s example

We must live as his citizens within the church

We must act as ambassadors of Christ in the faith

We must accept God’s standard of living in our lives

We must compare the standards of our conduct against those that are in the world and resist those which conflict with our faith.

We must live our lives where we accept our faults but also accept the blessings we now receive in Jesus for eternal life.

Area Theme 3 – We must Be Clothed in the Spirit  – Jude 1

Like The Macedonian Brethren did not have much in the way of material possessions according to Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. But there was one thing that they did together consistently was to help other brethren in need. The important thing about our salvation is that there is only one author, one path, one citizenship to the Kingdom of Heaven, One Lord, One faith, One baptism. Found within Ephesians 4: 1 -10.

We do not require 10 versions of faith, the intricate rules of acceptance into a faith inspired by another man. Following this route will take away from the path of light and take us back into the path of Darkness. Ephesians 5 : 8 -14 Read.

We should be a people of complainers when,

Jesus weeds out those who are opposed to being peace makers

Corrects us when we are practising backbiting

We should not be inventors of evil things

Trains us by word (Admonish).  To stop causing strife amongst the brethren and the church.

We should not support those who do such things Romans 1:32.

Conclusion

There is a story about a boy who saves his pocket money and buys a pair of ice skates. Every time the boy goes onto the ice and he falls bruising a different part of his body each time. As time passes his mother becomes more concerned about his safety and said. Son isn’t it time to give up before you get hurt.

The boy replied “I didn’t by the skates to fall but to learn how to skate”.

Focus on doing one thing for Christ to improve your life, improve the condition of your soul and appreciate the blessings that we share in Christ. Jesus has left the door open in Matthew 7:7 Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you,8 for everyone who asks receives and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Read on to verse 12.

Paul’s final words to Timothy at the end of his race 1st Tim 4: 7 – “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not only to me only but those who love his appearing’.

Jesus hand is fair and true take hold of it today.
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