“Are You Worthy of Eternal Life”

References: - Acts 13: 13 – 52 ; Acts 13:48; Romans 6:23; 1st Tim 6:19. 

1st John 2:24 – 27.

1 – The Gospel is Gods Message to Eternal Life 6: 1 -15

1st Timothy 2:5, For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus”

When Jesus made this announcement “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
       - Matthew 7:7-8 (see also verses 9 -12)

The offer being provided by Paul was to set the scene of the history of God’s relationship with the people of Israel. This message was similar to the one preached by Peter in Acts Chapter 2 on the day of Pentecost (the Day of Atonement). The difference here was that the Jews responded angrily due to jealousy in verse 44 – 45, more and more people came to hear the words of life.

What was the problem with the people?

This is what the Jewish teachers knew

· They knew that what Paul had spoken was true about their relationship with God.

· They knew that it was true that Forgiveness of sins replaced peace offerings to which they were used to.

· The Jews were no a sharing people and this had become obvious by their attitude.

· God had appointed a new mediator for all eternity this is Christ.

What had the Jews rejected?

· Jesus promised to heal the sick and this he did.

· He promised to carry out the will of the father in John 

· He promised to feed hungry people in John chapter 6 and he did

· He promised to raise Lazarus from the dead and he did ( John chapter 11)

· He promised to teach humility kindness and love and obedience to God which he did

· He promised to save the disciples in the midst of a storm at sea which he did

Through Christ actions he not only brought the offer of inheritance to all but importantly he provided himself as the peace offering to God for the Jews lack of faith and respect for God. 

2  - The Gift of God is Eternal Life – Romans 6:23 

Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done according to his mercy he saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy spirit.6,Whom he poured onto us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour..

The mind must be willing to accept the guidance instruction and correction of God through Jesus Christ 2nd Corinthians 8:12 – 15 “  For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has and not according to what one does not have. For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened” 

Paul is recognised Philemon’s emotional response to Onisemus’s return. In Paul’s letter to Philemon we can read that Paul is acting as a peacemaker. Paul is doing more than just making a statement. He is prepared to undergo anything to help there to be peace between both brothers in Christ whether it is employer and employee. 

When Christians act in this way we should do so honourably in the sight of all men so that no one can question our effort to help others and those within the fellowship.

3 – Keep the Words that we heard From the Beginning – 1st John 2: 24 - 27

The beauty of what were heard from the beginning is not that we remembered very word of the gospel but what its true meaning is. The response of the People in the region, they wanted to qualify for eternal life. If the questions was asked, why did you obey the gospel how would you answer?

Was it to make a husband or wife happy?

Was it to fit in with the rest of the congregation?

Was it to obtain some financial benefit as a result of an agreement?

Was it out of curiosity of a movement or to follow a person with a strong personality?

Was it to prove a point or win a challenge?

Was it part of a personal quest to prove that you could do something?

Then you have failed to answer the question correctly.

We all have been given the power of free choice or free will as recorded in the scriptures. The gospel is about sharing the true record of Jesus’ life death and resurrection to overcome our rebellious lifestyle before God. The gift on offer from God himself is eternal life for changing our lifestyle and following Jesus as the only true saviour.

We must come to terms that all of our action is under scrutiny we must start to become used to the way in which people will now look at us.

Follow Christ daily as our example 1st Peter 2: 18 – 25

When we have demonstrated self control to our employers we bring peace and stability into the workplace.

· Improve our Self control

· Better listeners

· Better at finding the best in people and using their qualities

· Getting other to listen to the other person with an open mind

· Using a environment which will help bring about peace

· Accepting responsibility

· Being accountable when making peace to do certain things

Conclusion

Remain a friend of Christ,

“Hell is the knowledge of opportunity lost; the place where the man I am comes face to face with the man I might have been”.
       - unknown
Read Paul’s final words to Timothy at the end of his race in 1stTim 4: 7 – I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not only to me only but those who love his appearing’.

Let us all continue towards Heaven allowing Jesus improve your life and stop finding reasons and excuses for becoming a Christian or an improved Saint by remaining protected by his promises of an eternal crown and home in Heaven.

